On the Contributors

Charo B. D’Etcheverry is an associate professor in the Department of East Asian
Languages and Literature at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. Her study of
late Heian court tales, Love After the Tale of Genji: Rewriting the World of the
Shining Prince (Harvard University Asia Center, 2007), was published this spring.
She is currently working on a book provisionally titled Sagoromo and Asukai: A
Love Story in Five Genres and Six Acts, a history of the reception of The Tale of
Sagoromo’s most popular subplot.

Monika Dix is a visiting assistant professor of Japanese in the Department of East Asian
Languages and Literatures at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. She received her
Ph.D. in Japanese literature from the University of British Columbia with a dissertation
titled “Writing Women into Religious Histories: Re-reading Representations of
Chujohime in Medieval Japanese Buddhist Narratives” in 2006. From 2006-2007 she
was a postdoctoral fellow at the Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and
Cultures in London. Her recent publications include: “The Possibilities of Translation:
The Text-Image Relationship in Chiijohime no honji,” in li Haruki, ed., Nihon bungaku:
hon’yaku no kanosei (Kasama Shobo, 2004); and “Japanese Woodblock Prints: Suzuki
Harunobu’s Beauties of the Green Houses,” P Diinya Sanati Dergisi, no. 34 (2004). She
is currently working on a book provisionally titled Chiijohime in Retrospective: Buddhist
Ideology as Gender Marginalization/Empowerment, which is based on her dissertation.

David Eason is a full-time lecturer in the Department of East Asian Studies at the
University at Albany, State University of New York. The recipient of a Japan Foundation
Doctoral Fellowship in 2005 and a Visiting Foreign Researcher at Waseda University
during 2005-2006, he specializes in medieval and early modern legal and cultural
history with a specific focus on conflict and dispute resolution. He is currently in the
final stages of completing his doctoral dissertation in the Department of History at the
University of California, Los Angeles.

Kimura Saeko is an associate professor in the Department of International and Cultural

Studies at Tsuda College, Tokyo. She received her Ph.D. from Tokyo University with a
dissertation titled “Mothers, Women, Acolytes: The History of Sexuality from Ancient
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to Medieval Times in Japan.” Her recent publications include “The Visible and the
Invisible: Imagination of the Hachiman Deity”” (Mieru mono to mienai mono: Hachiman
shinzo no kosoryoku), Monogatari kenkyii, no. 7 (2007), and “Mediumistic Narrative of
Hojo Masako: Faith for Hachiman in Soga monogatari” (Hoj6 Masako no miko gatari:
Soga monogatari no Hachiman shinkd), Gengotai, no. 7 (2007).

Christina Laffin is an assistant professor in the Department of Asian Studies at the
University of British Columbia. She received her Ph.D. at Columbia University in 2005
with a dissertation on travel writing by medieval Japanese women and is presently
completing a manuscript on the works of Nun Abutsu. She has co-edited The Noh
Ominameshi: A Flower Viewed from Many Directions (Cornell East Asia Series, 2003),
and served as managing editor for Gender and Japanese History (Osaka University
Press, 1999). Recent publications include an article on women and travel writing in
Kokubungaku (July 2006) and contributions to Traditional Japanese Literature, An
Anthology, Beginnings to 1600 (Columbia University Press, 2007).

Naito Mariko is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Language and Information
Sciences at the University of Tokyo, Japan. She is currently a visiting fellow at the
Harvard-Yenching Institute. Her recent publications include: “Poems Immemorial: The
Mechanism of Honkadori” (Kioku ni nai hodo furui uta: honkadori no mondai kisei),
Gengotai, no. 7 (2007); and “The Concept of Time in the Literary Criticism of Medieval
Poetry” (Chtsei karon ni okeru jikan: mirai no kioku no tame ni), Monogatari kenkyii,
no. 5 (2006).

Herbert Plutschow is an honorary professor at the University of California Los Angeles
and professor at Josai International University. He specializes in Japanese literature and
cultural history. His publications include: Introducing Kyoto (Kodansha, 1978); Redis-
covering Rikyu and the Beginnings of the Japanese Tea Ceremony (Global Oriental,
2003); Edo-Period Travel Diaries—Documents of an Edo-Period Enlightenment and
Universality (Edo no tabi nikki—Tokugawa keimoki no hakubutsugakushatachi)
(Shueisha Shinsho, 2005); A Reader in Edo Period Travel (Global Oriental, 2006); and
Philipp Franz von Siebold and the Opening of Japan: A Re-evaluation (Global Oriental,
2007).

Edith Sarra is associate professor of East Asian Languages and Cultures, and adjunct
associate professor of Comparative Literature and Gender Studies at Indiana University,
Bloomington. Her publications include Fictions of Femininity: Literary Inventions of
Gender in Japanese Court Women’s Memoirs (Stanford University Press, 1999);
“Unruly Tales From a Dutiful Daughter,” in Rebecca L. Copeland and Esperanza
Ramirez-Christensen, eds., Father/Daughter Plots: Japanese Literary Women and the
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Law of the Father (University of Hawaii Press, 2001); “Women, Readerly Response,
and the Problem of Imitation: Mumyozoshi and the Vexed Beginnings of the Monogatari
Canon,” in Stephen D. Miller, ed., Issues of Canonicity and Canon Formation in
Japanese Literary Studies: Proceedings of the Association for Japanese Literary
Studies, vol. 1 (Summer 2000); “A Poetics of the Gaze in The Pillow Book: The Play
and Pleasure of the Returned Glance” (Makura no soshi no manazashi no shigaku:
‘meguai’ no tawamure to yorokobi), in Sekine Eiji, ed., Echo of Poetry and Desire for
Narrative (Uta no hibiki, monogatari no yokubd) (Shinwasha, 1996). She is currently
working on a book provisionally titled: Wishful Thinking: Gender, Genealogy, and
Fantasy in the Later Fiction of the Japanese Court.

Eiji Sekine is associate professor of Japanese at Purdue University. He is the author of
Erasure of the Other: Yoshiyuki Junnosuke and Modern Literature (‘“Tasha’no shokyo:
Yoshiyuki Junnosuke to kindai bungaku) (Keiso Shobo, 1993) and the editor of Echo of
Poetry and Desire for Narrative (Uta no hibiki, monogatari no yokubo) (Shinwasha,
1996). His papers published in English and Japanese include: “Writing the Limits of
Sexuality: Tomioka Taeko’s ‘Straw Dogs’” and Nakagami Kenji’s ‘The Immortal,””
Proceedings of the Association for Japanese Literary Studies, vol. 2 (Summer 2001)
and “The Ball in Edo: Pierre Loti, Akutagawa Rytinosuke, and Yamada Futard” (Edo no
butokai: Pieru Loti, Akutagawa Rytinosuke, Yamada Futard), Kokubungaku kaishaku
to kansho (January 2005). He is Editor/Secretary of the Association for Japanese
Literary Studies and has edited a number of issues of the association’s proceedings.

Kyoko Selden is senior lecturer in Japanese in the Department of Asian Studies at Cornell
University. Her translations include The Aftomic Bomb: Voices from Hiroshima and
Nagasaki (ML.E. Sharpe, 1989); Japanese Women Writers: Twentieth Century Short
Fiction (with Noriko Mizuta, M. E. Sharpe, 1991); Kayano Shigeru, Our Land Was a
Forest: An Ainu Memoir (co-translator, Westview Press, 1996); The Funeral of a
Giraffe: Seven Stories by Tomioka Taeko (with Noriko Mizuta, M. E. Sharpe, 2000);
and Honda Katsuichi, Harukor: An Ainu Woman’s Tale (University of California Press,
2000). She was guest editor of the December 2004 issue of the Review of Japanese
Culture and Society (Women’s Voices, Past and Present: Twelve Japanese Stories). She
is the editor of Annotated Japanese Literary Gems (Cornell East Asia Series), of which
two volumes have appeared.
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